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DR. JOAQUIN 
GONZALEZ 

N EXT to Mariano Ponce , Or. Joaquin 
Gonzalez ranks as the second most illus-

trious revolutionary figure the town of 13aliwag 
has ever produced. 

Belonging to the wealthy GonLalez 
family. Dr. Gunzalez engaged in a lucrative 
medical practice in town for quite some time , 
with his dinic located in their big ancestral 
home across the old municipal building along 
the national highway. He used to give free 
treatment to indigent townmates. 

Dr. Gonzalez was born in 13aliwag un July 
22. 1853 , the son of a frocked Spaniard who 
came to Manila in 1829 (during the time of 
Gov. Mariano Ricafort) and Mariquita Goriza· 

native lass with a caustic tempe0rel1aa 
-the distinction of being the first rector of the 
first Philippine state university , originally 
Universidad Cientifico-Literaria de Filipinas. 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo , then president of the 
Revolutionary Government , founded this insti-
l ut ion at Malolos as the highest seat of learning 
in the Philippines by his decree of Oct. 19, 
J 898. Aguinaldo appointed Dr. Gonzalez to the 
position upon recommendation of Felipe Buen-
camino Sr. who was at the time a member 
(secretary of promotion) of Aguinald?'s cabinet. 

The new university , succeeded rn 1908 by 
the University of the Philippines, was inaugu-
rated on Nov. JO. J 898. five months after the 
proclamation of Philippine at 
Kawit, Cavite. ft offered courses m med1cme, 
surgery, pharmacy and law· 
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The outbreak of Fil-American 
however, affec ted the university' ex istence. 
When Malo los fe ll lo the American invading 
forces , Aguinald o tran sferred tile Philippine 
capital lo San Fernando (Pampanga) and later 
lo Tarlac where , on Sept. 29. 1899. the 
held it s fir st commencement under 
Leon Ma. Guerrero. Guerrero , who is honored 
with a stree t name in Baliwag. was the second 
;.md last rector. 

At the time of his appointmen t as rector. 
Dr. Gonza leL serving as member of Felipe 
G. Calderon 's commit tee crea ted by Malolos 
Congress to frame the constitution. Actually he 
was one of 16 among the elite group 
of Congress representing the ·'best 
constitutional minds of the co untry." 

Embodying til e Fi li pino people\ "che-
rished aspirations and politica l ideals.' ' the 
Malolos Constitut ion was adopted after two 
months of debate by th e 92-member 
Congress and it was ha iled as the ··most 
outstanding legislative achievement of the hrst 
Philippine Republic ." 

Gonzalez, who himse lf taught in the 
ill-fated university , obtained his lice11cia en 
medicina from Univcrsidad de Valladolid and 
his MD degree from Universidad Cent ral de 
Madrid in Spain where he spent seven yea rs. 
Before he left for Spain he had fini shed AB at 
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the Colegio de San Juan de Letran (Ponce wa!'> 
barely nine at the time he graduated from 
Letran). He travelled ex tensively in E:.u rope 
before co ming back to the Philippines. 

Dr. Gonzalez' mo ther did no t recognize 
him at first when he came home unexpectedly. 
The tall , bearded doctor arrived home in 
Baliwag at about eight o'clock one night and 
started kn ocki ng loud ly on the door . 

.. Titang." he repeatedly ca lled in a low 
voice. (Dr. Ganza lez ca lled his mo ther by that 
name.) 

Senora Mariqu ita was roused from her 
retirement . She cou ld hear o nly the persistent 
rapping. no t hi vo ice. 

"Who could be calling at this ungodly 
hour? ,. she dema nded tempera mentally. She 
sent the housemaid to find out. 

The maid came back and reported: " It's a 
Spaniard, sei'iora. A big, bearded Spaniard ." 

Senora Mariquita was perplexed . She be-
came more so when the strange-look ing caller 
familiarly addressed her " Titang" and hugged 
her. It took her many seconds longer before she 
identified the once clean-shaven face . 

,. she shrieked . 
"Titang! ,. responded Dr. Joaquin as he 

burst out laughing and kept kissing her. * 
Dr. Gonzalez first established a clinic at 

Plaza Binondo in Manila. but he later tra ns-
ferred it to his hometown . His fi rs t patient in 
Baliwag was a man who had fa llen frum the 
lower section of the church belfry. 

Dr. Gonzalez left Baliwag shortly after his 
marriage - - a t the age of 30 -· - tu Fbrencia 

daughter of J ose Sioco of '3o"Ce: ue and 
Matea Rodriguez of Bacolor, Panipanga. The 
couple settled down in Barrio Sulipan. Apalit. 
where the doc tor se rved as justice of the peace 
in 1896. 

After the establishment of US military 
government in the Island s. Dr. Gonzalez was 
named chairman o f a three-man civil se rvice 

"This inc ident was narrated to the au thor by A tty . 
Ricardo Llore t , one o f Dr . Go nza lez ' few surviving ne· 
phews. Born on Oct. 17, 1886, Lloret . along wi th Atty 
Alfonso Ponce Enrile, w as the m o st prominent legal 
luminary of Baliwag in his time. H e w as elec ted r epresen ta· 
tive to the Philipp ine Legisla ture 1n 19 17 at a y oung age (he 
waited three to five d ay s b ef ore tak ing his oa th). He la ter 
became secretary of the House o f Representatives. 

board with two A meri<.:am a'> members. Unfor-
tunately, however. he died uf appendicit is on 
Sept. 21, I 900 in !vlanila before he could 
assume his duties. 

That a highly competent physician like 
Dr . GonzaleL should die uf appendicitis is 
rather puzzling. Dr . Gonzalez knew exactly 
what was going to happen to him . In fact. when 
he hea rd a soldier· trumpet blowing une late 
afternoon from the Spanish quarters acro·ss 
their house in Malate. he told fri en d!-> and 
relatives: ··Tomorrow I'll not hear that sound 
again ." True enough he never did. fo r he died 
the very next day. 

Atty . Lloret (see footnote on this same 
page) said his Tio Joaquin had stubbornly turn-
ed down offers of his fellow Filipino physicians 
to operate on him. 

" Lalapai11 lang ninyo ako," Dr. Gonzalez 
had reportedly sa id . 

Why then did Dr. Gonzalez refuse to be 
operated on? Did he really want to die or did 
h e h ave no confidence in his colleagues' 
ability? " Lalapain Jang ninyo ako," he kept tel-
ling them. 

A tty. Lloret merely shrugged his stooped 
shoulders. ··Yan ang nangyari sa kanya," he 
says blamefully. 

One striking bio logical tact about the 
Gonza lez clan is the predominance of male 
offspring. Dr. Gonzalez was a .. class ic" example 
for <' II his nine children (now <1 11 deceased) were 
boys. On e of them was Dr. 13ienvenido Gon-
zalez who became six th president of UP. the 
second state unive rsity. The others were Fer-
nando and Jesus, both physicians like their 
fath er: Emilio, a pharmacist : Augusto. an agri-
culturist : Virgilio. another physician and 
businessman as well : Javier . a Yale law ora-o 
duate: fau sto. fo rmer Pampanga representative 
to the Philippine Legislature : and Joaquin. Jr. . 
an agriculturist. too. The latter was the last of 
the brother to die - - a victim of paralysis in 
196 . The in cu mben t president of r\ veg on. Inc. 
was his townmate and names:..ike. they we re 
not related to each other. . 

Dr. GonzaleL had long ago been honored 
by the town by naming aft er him the stree t 
where he had lived. But the municipal 1.:ouncil 
of a past administration indiscreetly cut this 
street in two. renaming the half 111 honur 
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of the late Don Emilio V. Rustia , former town 
executive and Bulacan governor. 

Dr. Gonzalez' surviving kin in Baliwag 
wouldn ' t have minded so much the .. ge rry-
mander" if the municipal board hadn't give n 
the wrong portion to the noted patriot. Wrong 
in the sense that it isn't the part where the old 
Gonzalez home or estate is. If this boner 
wouldn't be rectified. at least the eminent 
mestizo could comfort himself with the 

An old album photo of Dr. Gonzalez' children, all boys. 
Seated from left are Augusto, Fausto and Javier. Standing, 
same order.are Bienvenido,Fernando, Virgilio and Joaquin 
Jr. Not in the picture are Emilio and Jesus. They are now 
all deceased. (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Eva G. lral.) 

rnought that somewhere a long his stree t he and 
his equally distinguished colleague. Leon Ma. 
Guerrero. meet each o th er even at some dusty 
intersec t ions. 

Dr. Gonzalez' only close relative left in 
town is his granddaughter Eva, wife of Bert lral, 
a prosperous building contractor. Another apo 
is Enya Gonzalez-Bebout, first prirna donna to 
sing in the States. She is now living in US with 
her American husband and two children. 

ATTY. RICARDO LLORET GONZALEZ 
0 ne of few surviving nephews 


